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EBSCO eBook Data Transfer and Integration Essentials 
 

 
*EBSCO respects embargo/on-sale dates 

 
Multi-format ebooks preferred 

 
 

Content: 
• EPUB and PDF 

o File smaller than 4 GB, labeled by eISBN (e.g. 9780123456789.epub, 9780123456789.pdf) 
o Cover image included as first page (or provided as separate JPG file, also labeled by eISBN) 
o Document TOC includes bookmarks/links to each major section of the text (at least) 
o Does not contain Javascript or document security/DRM protection 
o Compliant with WCAG AA accessibility standards 

▪ EPUB: https://daisy.org/activities/software/ace/  
▪ PDF: https://www.adobe.com/accessibility/products/acrobat/using-acrobat-pro-

accessibility-checker.html  

• EPUB only 
o Valid implementation of technical standard: https://www.edrlab.org/open-

standards/epub/  
o Pagination corresponds to print/PDF version, using pagebreak elements like: 

     <span epub:type="pagebreak" id="page24" title="24"/> 
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o Does not contain:  
▪ Embedded audio or video (or associated media overlays) 
▪ SVG images 
▪ Fixed layout (image-based; having disabled or diminished text resizing/reflowing) 
▪ MathML (unless each formula has an associated image for visual rendering) 
▪ Top-to-bottom and/or right-to-left reading order (e.g. Japanese; Arabic) 

• PDF only 
o Text and tables legible and searchable (not image-based; fonts embedded if not Base-14) 
o File pagination aligns with displayed text pagination (cover and front matter might need 

different labelling schemes, e.g. roman numerals): 

      
o Does not contain attachments, cropmarks, watermarks, links to external resources/web 

pages (will be disabled for EBSCO users) 
 

Metadata: 
• ONIX 2.1 (version 3.0 not yet supported) 

o Valid implementation of technical standard: https://www.editeur.org/11/Books/ 
o New/updated product records distributed in as few XML files as possible (e.g. “delta” or 

“refresh” feeds) 
o Each product record contains: 

▪ Unique/valid 13-digit eISBN 
▪ Product Form DG (no other values accepted) 
▪ Complete Title and Contributor(s) 
▪ Book Abstract/Description 
▪ Subject and Audience Headings (e.g. BISAC, LCSH, Lexile) 
▪ Publication Date and Copyright Year (of the text, not the format) 
▪ Publishing Status (to automate activation/deactivation of your EBSCO records) 
▪ Sales Rights (all country codes must be explicitly or implicitly included or excluded) 

• Rights Territories WORLD or ROW accepted   
▪ Related Product ISBNs, representing alternate formats of the same work (aids 

discovery; critical when supplying both EPUB and PDF) 

• Relation Code 13 = print counterpart 

• Relation Code 06, with Product Form BB or BC = print counterpart 

• Relation Code 06, with Product Form DG = alternate ebook format 
▪ On Sale Date (ebook will not go live before provided date) 
▪ Exactly one USD list price, excluding tax, applicable to both EPUB and PDF 

• Other currencies optional 
o Open Access titles identified via OtherText: 

     <TextTypeCode>47</TextTypeCode> 

     <Text>Open access - no commercial use</Text> 

• Spreadsheet 
o If ONIX 2.1 cannot be provided, EBSCO has an XLSX template which can be accepted instead 
o Less robust data captured, less robust customer discovery 

https://www.editeur.org/11/Books/

