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What is Fantasy?
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e Stories that take place in our own or other worlds — N\ \\“\“‘Q\\:\\\\\' ‘
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sometimes very different from our own, and occasionally N e\
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parallel — which are infused with magical, paranormal, or
otherwise unexplainable elements.

e Fantasy subsists of many subgenres; including epic
fantasy, high and low fantasy, swords-and-sorcery, and
urban fantasy, and many more.

e Readers of fantasy should expect to stretch their
imaginations to take in fantastical elements such as
mythical animals, paranormal creatures, worlds of magic,
and strange and exciting places.
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Elements of Fantasy
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Subgenres, a selection of

Epic Fantasy
AfroFantasy
Science Fantasy
Urban Fantasy
Dark Fantasy
Magical Realism
Sword and Sorcery
Alternate
History/Historical Fantasy
Portal Fantasy
Low Fantasy




Science Fantasy
Spaceships and dragons?

= ri % \J, }n 3 { * | { *
@Ema V 1eV1He - ‘A'L.L i
* » 4 1 :-! E?
- BIRDS .
RLTHE .

IJRAGIIIFLIGHT ' IlRAﬁUIﬂIJEST IHE WHITE IIRAG[]I

v

{ KY {
| - CHARIE
Smi.f e
. . ANDERS «

Q Iﬂ)E Q:"‘

THE NINTH

mapcers exffore a haunted gothic palace ¢! Decadent fables
de thiess emperor! Skeletons!" EH}.R[[S NRI]SS

—NEIL GAIMAN

R A finu mfuﬂfﬁf ﬁﬁt

v

=
NoveList Reans




Urban Fantasy
Magic in the Big City
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AND THREE-TIME HUGO AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR
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Magical Realism
Fiction with a magical twist

“An expertly woven tale of family power, threaded with as much mystery as magic. This book is simply
exquisite” —V; E. Schwab 1 Netw York Times bestselling author of The I A Life /,w e LaRue

AWRARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF LABYRINTH LOST

ZORAIDA CORDOVA

#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER
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EVERY
EMPIRE
DEMANDS
REVOLUTION.

UNBROKEN
G L ATKS

= The Unbroken geabs you by the collar, breaks your heart ovet its knee, and mends it
An astonishing debut.”

®

Epic Fantasy

High stakes, original worlds

7 WINNER
OF THE FAMILY IS DUTY.

WORLD
FANTASY MAGIC IS POWER.

QRGN HONOR IS EVERYTHING.

WINNER OF THE HUGO, NEBULA. AND WORLD FANTASY AWARDS

SIMON JIMENEZ

AUTHOR OF TaVANISHED BIRDS
x

THROUuH
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Alternate History/Historical Fantasy
Reimagined history with a magical twist

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

AN FPC SPANNING THOUSANDS OF YEARS THAT'S ALSO A KEEP-YOU-P-ALL-NCHT
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N I C O L E TIME MAGAZINE'S #1 BOOK OF THE YEAR T
JONATHAN R.E: KUANG
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Dark Fantasy

Blending fantasy and horror

“Sharp, thrilling, and action-packed, with a hell of a bite.”
—K.S. VILLOSO, AUTHOR OF THE WOLF OF OREN-YARO

‘the . RIN CHUPELD

cha ngelm;,

a novel
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“SHORT BUT POWERFUL"
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AUTHOR OF THE YEAR OF THE WITCHING |
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Appeals, a sampling of

Storyline
Worldbuilding
Systems of Magic
Fantastic Creatures
Heroic Tales

Tone

Emotional

Quiet
Thought-provoking
Humor

Character
Anthropomorphic
Believable
Well-developed
Marginalized
identities

Writing Style
Banter-filled
Attention-grabbing
Spare

Descriptive



Worldbuilding

The many pieces that make the incredible whole
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Systems of Magic

Hard magic vs soft magic, etc.

I “Alvery enjoyable fantasy with the air of a modern classic.” 4 ; Book One of the MAGICIANS TRILOGY
‘ “—The New York Times Book Review -
A - 3 #1 NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of

THE MAGICIAN KING and THE MAGICIAN’S LAND

LEV GROSSMAN

THE

MAGICIANS
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An Original
Series on
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Fantastic Creatures
Dragons and centaurs and gnomes, oh my!
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“Arden’s debut novel has the cadence of a beauaful fairy

tale but 1s darker and more lynical” —The Wisdh

NATIONAL BESTSELLER
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BOOK ONE OF THE NEW YORK I'IMES

BESTSELLING WINTERNIGHT TRILOGY

KATHERINEARDEN
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Heroic Tales
Yep, that one
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“Pure delight. T, Kingfisher uses the bones of fairy tale

to create something entirely her own.™ iy Tesh
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Themes, common and popular

Academies of Magic  Magical Items

Rightful Heir War and Magic
Hidden Among Us Loss/Return of Magic
To the Rescue! The Gods Provide
Chosen One Vengeance is Mine
Court or Political Dark Lord

Intrigue Scum and Villainy

Dark Lord



War and Magic

Epic battles, wars, and fights — all with magic!

7"

TEMERAIRE - BOOK 1

HIS MAJES

“JOE AﬂlHBBﬂMBl( 1$ I[ﬁRIHG —=@eorge R. R, Martin

“Terrifically

entertaining.”
—STEPHEN

KING

W YORK TIMES
ESTSELLING AUTHOR

“MB'E Shelley l’arkm"—’(;'il;as DRAGONS

“A major new talent.”
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“ The Good Place meets Law & Ovder: Bibliophile Crime Unir. This book is so much fus.”

~Seanan McGuire
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A. J. Hackwith
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Magical Items
Cool swords and more!

me LEGEND or DRIZZT

BOOK 1 of THE WAY OF THE DROW

New York Times Bestselling Author

R. A. SALVATORE

DUNGEONS J¢ DRAGONS*

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

JIM
BUTGHER

“Magic and wizardry meet hard-boiled
detective fiction . . . a whole lot of fun.”"—SF Site

FRONT

A NOVEL OF THE DRESDEN FILES

VAGRANT

7}” ER NEWMAN
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The Gods Provide

Religion plays a big part in the worldbuilding and magic of the book

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

ANN LECKIE

VT
MAX GLADSTONE

THREE PARTS™DEAD

|\

P CarrigiVasgin NEW TONK TAMES SESTSELLING AUTHOR

L REBECCA
BL ALEXIS HENDERSON: N : ROANHORSE

X thi 4
3 oS, 7 Wz
G 28 unky (antasy sndedesal thrille’
v “
¥

R

Novelist 1A%

21



Loss/Return of Magic
What happens when magic is in peril?

WHEN MAGIC ENDS, EMPIRES SHATTER - - . TESSA GRATTON

BRIAN
ACCLEILAN
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i
g FR.ESH ORlGlN’\L AND ENGROSSING . .~
I GORGEOUSLY REALIZED.”
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Scum and Villainy
Working class, but magic

GLEN COOK

THE

' BLACK
| COMPANY
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Court or Political Intrigue
Backstabbers and ladder climbers

5
“THIS IS A BOOK BESTSLLLI METHOR
T0 TREASURE. V h SEHWAB HARKNESS

=9 OF THE
m ORANGE
B\ TREE

A NOVEL

“A layered and incisive examination
ver.” —RORY POWER

[T New York Tines bestselling suthior
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All Things Witches

Double, double toil and trouble...

RINDLE
PUNK
RRLJA

DESIDERIA MESA

COVEN

LHERIE DIMALINE
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Romantic Fantasy
Love and magic

BFLéD

AN
AND 4
/ |

o A
Zh

JENNIFER L.
ARMENTROUT

) R
P (&
A .- o ~ -
APEX TS EEAT
o) USATODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF

_ ALEXANDRA ROWLAND
< ‘\\ N

3 ’

=
Novelist A%




Dark Academia
Smart but sullen, and effortlessly cool

=
!s."\_ STEPHEN KING

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

d»EADLY

EDUCATION |

THE
NEW YORK
\ TIMES
AW BESTSELLER
\

_OLIVIE BLAKE
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Re-Centering the Narrative
Non-Eurocentric stories are coming to the fore
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Novellist

Retellings & Reimaginings
Old stories remade

A
SPINDLE

ALIX E. HARROW
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Cozy Fantasy

Low stakes magic that makes you feel good

s nav e I T i " % VERVY *
LEGENDS . v R SECRET socns;T)
8L A]TE < + # IRREGULAR,

WRvis BALDREE

SANGU MANDANNRA
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Authors to watch

P. Djeli
Clark

imon
imenez
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Helping readers

e Check in with patrons about how much they want to invest in their
reading — do they want to visit a fantasy world with a standalone novel or
be immersed in a world with a long-running series?

o« Keep in mind reader expectations about series! There are many great
fantasy series out there, but some (such as A Song of Ice and Fire, the
Kingkiller Chronicles, etc.) have no end in sight. Make sure to check in
with readers to see if they're okay waiting and, if so, for how long.

I
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Entry points into the genre

Book to screen and video game adaptations

House of Dragons, Dungeons & Dragons: Honor Among AN IRAL] BBk

Thieves, video games like Hades and The Witcher

Graphic adaptations and original comics

Chivalry by Gaiman, Solo Leveling by Chugong, Monstress by
Liu

Cross-genre appeal and following crossover authors \'?4 C H E R

THE LAST WISH

PNR romance, science fantasy/weird fiction, mystery with
fantastical elements
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Questions to ask the reader

What setting appeals?
Our contemporary
world plus magic, or
something more
original?

What Fantasy
shows or movies
have you enjoyed?

Would you want to
be a magic user?

Who are some of your
favorite fantasy
characters?

What fantasy
creature do you want
to pet the most?



Recent LibraryReads selections
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Other media

Actual play podcasts like Critical Role,
The Adventure Zone, and Dimension20

Non-fiction podcasts about the genre like
Imaginary Worlds

Board games
Gloomhaven, Mice & Mystics, Magic the Gathering

Video Games
Baldur's Gate Ill, Skyrim, Elden Ring
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Amy's Recs

A “true classic”, a current fave, and a forthcoming title | can’t wait to read

“A wildly original and
complex fancasy
—N. K. JEMISIN

MARTHA
WELLS

From the New York Times Bestselling Author of The Murderbor Diaries

v WITCH
LS KING

“Nghi Vo is a master.” —NPR on The Chosen and the Beautiful

Novelist 1A%
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Jessica's Recs
A “true classic”, a current fave, and a forthcoming title | can’t wait to read
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Any questions?
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