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Did you know that by linking directly from your online Policy and Procedure Manual to
Nursing Reference Center Plus you can save time, money and resources on upkeep?

With Nursing Reference Center Plus, Content Nursing Administrators can:

- Trust the information is evidence-based and continually updated as new evidence is identified.
- Reduce exposure to liability by ensuring that nurses follow Standardization of Care best practices.

Ensure the hospital meets a variety of the components needed to achieve and maintain the American Nurses
Credentialing Center’s Magnet® Recognition.
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What is Assisting with Arterial Catheter Insertion?

= An arterial catheter (commonly referred to as an arterial line, “art line”, or “A-line”) is a thin catheter that is most commonly inserted into the
radial artery to provide continuous monitoring of blood pressure (BP) and easy access for obtaining arterial blood samples (e.g., for analysis of
arterial blood gases [ABGs]; levels of lactate, ammonia, and glucose). The focus of this paper is the procedure for assisting with insertion of an
arterial catheter. For more information about removal, monitoring, and managing the patient with an arterial line, see the series of Nursing
Practice & Skill papers about arterial catheters. For information about obtaining blood samples from an existing arterial line, see Nursing
Practice & Skill ... Blood Sampling, Arterial (Indwelling Arterial Catheter with Blood Conservation Device): Performing and Nursing Practice &
Skill ... Blood Sampling, Arterial (Indwelling Arterial Catheter): Performing. An overview of interpreting ABGs can be found in Nursing Practice &
Skill ... Arterial Biood Gases: Performing Arterial Puncture in the Adult Patient. The information contained in this Nursing Practice & Skill is
intended to present an overview of g with arterial and is not to replace facility protocols, clinician
orders, manufacturer's instructions, or the clinical y to proficient in assisting with arterial catheter
insertion
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WRITE YOUR HOSPITAL SPECIFIC NOTES

After reviewing the content, create a note to indicate any information specific to your hospital by clicking on the “Add

Important Note” button. When you click the “Add Important Note” button, a text editing field will appear. Simply add your
note and click save.
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Figure 1
Arterial catheter. Copyright©2013, EBSCO Information Services

« What An arterial catheter is a polyurethane radiopaque 18-20 gauge catheter that is typically 5 inch/12 cm long with integrated suture wings. Arterial lines are frequently used in critically ill patients and inpatients



YOU HAVE SUCCESSFULLY CREATED A HOSPITAL SPECIFIC NOTE

Now that you have created this note, it will remain at the top of the skill making it visible to anyone accessing the skill each
time it is used. If needed, you can edit the note at a later time by clicking the "Edit” button.
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CREATE A PERMALINK

Next, you'll need to create a Permalink. This is a permanent link, which means you'll never need to change it even if the
Nursing Reference Center Plus content is updated. The Permalink will be inserted into your online policy and will take users
directly to the skill within Nursing Reference Center Plus. To create your Permalink, click on the “Permalink”tool on the right of
the screen. A box will appear under your “Hospital Specific Note!” You can then highlight, copy, and paste this URL into the
appropriate section of your policy. Repeat these steps for the nursing practice skill competency checklist.
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What is Assisting with Arterial Catheter Insertion?

« An arterlal catheter (commonly referred to as an arterial line, “art line", or "A-line") is a thin catheter that is most commonly inserted into the radial artery to provide continuous monitoring of
blood pressure (BP) and easy access for obtaining arterial blood samples (e.g., for analysis of anterial blood gases [ABGs]; levels of lactate, ammonia, and glucose). The focus of this paper is
the procedure for assisting with insertion of an arterial catheter. For more information about removal, monitoring, and managing the patient with an arterial line, see the series of Nursing
Practice & Skili papers about arterial catheters. For information about obtaining blood samples from an existing arterial line, see Nursing Practice & Skili ... Blood Sampling, Arterial (Indwelling
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can be found in Nursing Fractice & Skill ... Arterial Blood Gases. Performing Arterial Puncture in the Adult Patient. The information contained in this Nursing Practice & Skill is intended to
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COMPLETE YOUR POLICY

Let's go back to your online policy and procedure manual. To complete the policy, you will need to:

1. Create a short overview for the nursing policy or procedure.

2. Add a general approval statement in the Policy Section.

3. Note any policy information specific to your hospital in the HOSPITAL SPECIFIC section of your policy or procedure.
4. Include the Permalinks you've created to take users directly to the applicable Nursing Reference Center Plus content.
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HOSPITAL Health Safe Hospital Policy Library
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Policies & Procedures: Nursing Professional Services

Health Safe Hospital Title: Arterial Line Insertion
1.D. Number: PCSNUR1234

Authorization:

. i i Source: Nursing Date Reviewed: August 2017
{X} Clinical Practice Committee

X Nursing Professional Council Cross Index: Surgical Services Date Effective: March, 2009
PURPOSE: An arterial catheter provides continuous monitoring of blood pressure (BP) and easy access for ARTERIAL LINE INSERTION
obtaining arterial blood samples (e.g., for analysis of arterial blood gases [ABGs]; levels of lactate, ammonia, and Reference: CINAHL Nursing Guide: August 17, 2017
glucose). Assisting with arterial line insertion involves obtaining supplies and setting up the pressure T —— A Skill
transducer system, assessing for adequate circulation to the affected extremity and for pain throughout the L'}ck OHNIECP e;?\‘\Nfo Ie ursm.g .ract\ce an in:
procedure, setting up and maintaining the sterile field, monitoring for bleeding and other adverse effects, and (Linkto skill for your organization)

providing emotional support to the patient throughout the procedure. Click on link below for Skill Competency Checklist:

(Link to NRCP skill competency checklist for your

organization)
POLICY: Health Safe Hospital's Clinical Practice Committee and Nursing Professional Council have reviewed

and approved the resources contained in Nursing Reference Center Plus, relating to Arterial Line insertion. Click Reviewer(s)
on the links below to review Nursing Practice and Skills/Skill Competency Checklists. Note: any policy Carita Caple, RN, BSN, MSHS, Cinahl Information Systerns, Glendale, CA
information that is specific to Health Safe Hospital will be displayed in the HOSPITAL SPECIFIC section. Darlene Strayer, RN, MBA, Cinahl Information Systems, Glendale, CA

Mursing Practice Council, Glendale Adventist Medical Center, Glendale, CA

Original document: 2009 May 01
HOSPITAL SPECIFIC: Arterial line insertion can take place at the bedside, in the operating room, or in a clinical

laboratory. Physicians, nurse anesthetists, physician assistants and registered respiratory therapists have been Latest revision: 2016 Jun 03
authorized to insert arterial lines. Nurse assistance during arterial line insertion promaotes clinical adherence to
aseptic technique which is essential to reducing the risk for catheter-related bloodstream infection. d‘D\QS
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Congratulations!

You have successfully incorporated Nursing Reference Center
Plus into you online policy and procedure process. Repeat this
process for any policies or procedures you choose and rest
assured that your nurses are providing care based on the best
and most current available evidence.

To learn more about Nursing Reference Center Plus—the

premier evidence-based information resource designed by
nurses for nurses.

Visit Our Website »
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