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Assistant Director of Selection, BookOps

4 Halle Eisenman

Content Development Manager, Novelist
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\BRARY published thts munth that

librarians across the
REAUS country love.

libraryreads.org
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What makes a book a romance novele

1. A happy ending, also known as a HEA (happily ever after)
2. A central love story

A book must have both to be a romance. That’s why these are not romances:

THE NOTEBOOK
D

NiC]’lOlaS SPRI’]{S
A N OV E.L

=Ll \llll
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Are romance novels for teense

“Thue queer, e gil romecom af my dreamal” “Remantic.... Full of intelligence, understanding and hope.”
Julie Murpliy, @1 Ve Fink Toas hesselling Los Angeles Times r
awihon o Pherglan”

2  THE
Al IMMER
d 0F JORD
' PEREZ

(AND THE BEST BURGER
INLOS ANGLLES)

PINTIP

ICOLA YOOI

BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING

TN

AN INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

STEPHANIE PERKINS

AMY SPALDING

Novelist L



Romance< Erofica¢ Erotic romancee
leza_

Romance Optional

Erotic romance Yes Yes Explicit sexual
content that

advances the plot

Erotica Probably not Probably not Lots of explicit
sexual content

W
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Romance Writers of America
The Voice of Romance Writers

WWW.rwa.org

Novelist

Vivian Stephens, a romance editor,
founded the Romance Writers of
America in 1980. RWA is now 9,500

members strong with 140 chapters

throughout the world. RWA hosts
and annual conference and a series
of awards for romance writing.

B
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History of the Genre

Ok gdw-a?'d .’c?’éw can you ?
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Early Influences

Charlotte Bronté

Fane Eyre

GEORGETTE

1813

1847
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Jordof Scoundrels

1972

Twentieth Cen’rury (American)
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Why read romance?¢

® Emotion-filled story

® Character development (Those sassy heroines! Those brooding heroes!)
® Focus on the relationship

® Escape (Don’t let anyone tell you that’s bad)

® Satisfying sexy times

® And of course, a happily ever after

i/
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Romance leads all other adult genres in sales

Romance readers are:

4

¢ €6 &

<€

Female: 82%
Male: 18%

Average age of the romance reader: 35-39 years old

Ethnicity: 73% White/Caucasian, 12% Black/African American, 7%
Latino/Hispanic, and 4% Asian/Asian American.

Sexual orientation: 86% heterosexual or straight; 9% bisexual,
pansexual, or other bi+ identity; 2% gay or lesbian.

From "The Romance Book Buyer 2017: A Study by NPD Book for Romance Writers of America."

i/
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Reading romance as a feminist endeavor

Romance is generally written by women, for women.

Concern with:

® Personal agency

® Womens’ pleasure

® Gender equity

® Personal fulfillment within a healthy relationship

® And increasingly...CONSENT ON THE PAGE

1l

s Novelist it



> romance genre has undergone remarkable changes in the past 3t
years. Romance readers give a variety of reasons for why they love the
“genre: It's empowering, it's an escape, it explores the complexities of

relationships in ways that cause them to reflect deeply on their own lives.
_Incidentally, they're the least cynical people you'll meet, and that makes
them especially wonderful — necessary, actually — in this day and age. It
‘never a romance novel if it condones or normalizes abuse or makes a |
oman less than she is.

_ i/
«  Novelist it


https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/hillary-you-are-a-romance-novel-heroine/2017/12/08/64bac658-dc2e-11e7-b1a8-62589434a581_story.html?utm_term=.61cc40693709

But it's so emoftional and formulaic!

® Genre, as a rule, is formulaic
® Horror and Suspense are
emotionally driven genres
Mystery and Fantasy rely on
tropes and formulas
Tropes/themes can help a
reader find their book

i/

IBRARY
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Best friend’s sibling

Childhood sweethearts

Enemies to lovers

Famous flings

For richer for poorer

Friends to lovers

Opposites attract

Second chance at romance

Characters

Together again

il

IBRARY
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Enemies to Lovers

There is a thin line between love and hate in these stories where the
characters start out as adversaries but end up romantically attached.

CHRISTINA  |Eg
i;-f AUREN G ALISHA RAIL

CASEY McQUISTON

\llll
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Novelist

Setting

Home again

Love abroad

Love in a small town

New in town

Snowbound & stranded

Workplace romance

i/

IBRARY
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Love Abroad

A travel adventure leads to everlasting love.

H%Igrﬁe Eiohnson
by the W
s fx _

JULIA WHELAN

Ky
I\:g{_ E_ 1
[

DUKE BY
DEEAEILTD

~RELUCETANT ROYALS—~

N
CRERTEVEERA TR E R e R TR gy

\HH
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Plot

Captive hearts

Childhood sweethearts

Fake relationship

Love in disguise

Marriage of convenience

No strings attached

Once upon a time

Unforgettable love

i/

IBRARY
READS



22

Fake Relationship

What begins as a pretense ends in a happily-ever-after.

Novelist
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Chaste : Fast-
Witt
it paced
Well- :
developed Quirky
Upbeat Heartwarming Steamy
Mildly Banter-
sensuous filled Brooding
opirtec Mo Likeable
Amusing Explicit
Strong
female
\
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Novelist

Find the right
cicl’ice

Pure & Romantic

All kinds of action

Ul

IBRARY
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Romance Subgenres
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Timeframe

"LISA

l@ PAS

Author of 45

5LL RELS OF

A SUMMER

&
ooy oot
2 Mw'
JASMINE GUILLORY . o I — e anleV’
quﬁ"w@% 3 GIRL MEETS DUKI THE B RI DE
Contemporary Regency Medieval Victorian
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PRIDE,

PREJUDICE |
a0 OTHER 4
FLAVORSJ

N\, SONALIDEV £
u"i.: - A "'J

Characters or Events

Multicultural

LGBTQIA

Holiday

Sports

28 NOV@EiSt
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‘NORA
ROBERTS

COME
SUNUUWN

Genreblends

Romantic Suspense

Time Travel

Paranormal

Nine Gaches
Waiting

Novelist

Gothic
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"How spicy do you prefer your romancee¢”

i/
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Do you have any favorite tfropese”
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"Who's your favorite romance authore”

i/
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DO you like romance novelse”

Guys Who | ‘

Have Lost ”"_i_: =
Their Shirts W BRSEES
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M (ILIDNN WRTTES DELIGITTIUVLLY FAST-PACHED,
FLISMNY, SEARELING, A% BRIGHT BOMANCE™

W“ ;

Hls’ronco\ Senes

A NEW YORK TIMES *m
- BESTSELLING AUTHOR
rr"

LISA

KEYPAS |
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Pre;a 2 to fall in lov
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CA(quﬁt oM
Surender

Bridgertons

The Wallflowers

The Loyal League

Spindle Cove

Novelist
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Con’remporow Romance Senes

SUSAN

BROCKDHANN

: il 1298
1 EII'ZA DL |.H e LT N T
o W U eerey RED | PHILLIPS Ul '*EU INE
3 N CEOWNQVER M@:&é@éﬁ%@ !{l"1T HAD TO BE YOU - IHIZIRO
NEw wunht:n j.l s . e S Aoaie
Marked Men Winston Bros Chicago Stars Troubleshooters
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Pcronormol Romonce Serles

NEW JEK TIMES BESTSELLER

K/ \I\EN MAI U

WONRG

DARYNDA
d0NES

Charley Davidson

#1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLING AUTHOR

INEEUDES BONUS MATERIAL!

DARKFEVER

A FEYER NOVEL

s Novelist

The Black Dagger Brotherhood

Immortals After Dark

Fever

W

READS
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Romantic Suspense Series

[-Team

Novelist

In Death

KRREIN [ Z

WHEN ALL THE GIRLS
" HAVE GONE

Cutler, Sutter & Salinas

i/
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The Rita Award is the most
prominent award in romance
fiction. It is presented by
Romance Writers of America
and awards books in 13
romance categories.

S

READS
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Romance Starter Pack

@ Representative of genre

® Well-reviewed

® Wwide appeal

@ Stand-alone or series starter

@ Available on audio

Novelist

i/
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The Kiss Quotient
by Helen Hoang (2018)

® Own Voices
@ Ability diverse heroine

® Multicultural cast of characters

@ Explicitly erotic
@ Fake relationship

| 1]
Novellist L



REVY YO TUHET

Slave to Sensation TR A
oy Nalini Singh (2006)

® Paranormal

4 Steamy

¥ Rich world-building
@ Action-packed

Novelist



The Hating Game
by Sally Thorne (201 6)

® Romantic comedy
® Witty banter

® Enemies to lovers
® Australian setting

® Likeable characters

i/
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BLAUKBOARD BESTELLING AUTHOR

Indigo

t-

by Beverly Jenkins (1996) *-z; ?i:i’:;lg
e S

® Culturally diverse cast
® Rich detail
® Well-crafted dialogue

® Underground Railroad

Novelist



The Lawrence Browne Affoir
by Cat Sebastian (2017) ;T%;--'fq,SEBASTIAN

® LGBTQIA romance
® For richer, for poorer

® Llove in disguise

® Regency setting TH : LM-‘VRE NCE
v Wity BROWNE

¢ AFFAIR

» Novelist
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Genre ouftlines

Getting Up to Speed in Romance

by Joyce Saricks; updated by Krista Biggs

Print this genre outline

What is Romance?

Romance novels have a central plot revolving around a developing romantic relationship and with an "emotionally
satisfying and optimistic ending” (Romance Writers of America), which can be a happily-ever-after or a happy-for-
now. While the genre includes books with a wide range of subgenres -- from historical to science fiction to suspense
and more - those settings are secondary to the love story. Romance also includes a wide range of sexuality, from
inspirational romances where the characters may share one gentle kiss to erotic remances with explicit kink and
more than one partner

What happens in a Romance novel?

‘With such a wide range of subgenres to pull from, almest anything can happen in the
secondary plot of a romance novel, however the central plot remains the same.
Romances follow a romantic relationship from its beginnings through to a satisfactory
conclusion, while exploring the misunderstandings that threaten to scuttle the
relationship along the way. As the main characters explore their growing passion for emotional link with the
one another, the character growth that accompanies love sets the stage for a happy protagonists and
ending. No matter the explicitness of the sex, the buildup of sexual tension beforehand become invested in the

is a must. outcome of their story.”

"Romance is a genre
of emotions and
characters. Readers
need to feel an

Why do people like to read Romance?

Romance is a genre of emotions and characters. Readers need to feel an emotional link with the protagonists and
become invested in the outcome of their story. As the genre has changed, character stereotypes have changed foo.
The ingénue who brings a rich and powerful titan of industry to his knees remains popular, but sexually confident
heroines exist as well, with heroes who admire their power and success.

Because romances are stories of emotions, they are written so that readers are pulled immediately into a story that
keeps them there, even if life compels them to read in short bits. While the genre has changed to allow books that
follow a relationship over a series of books, the emotional pull and happy ending remain sacrosanct. While many
readers will read a trilogy with a relationship cliff hanger in books one and two, readers do not want unhappy
surprises at the close of the relationship's journey.

Key titles

The kiss quotient

Helen Hoang

A charming and erotic Own Voices romance in which Stella Lane, who has Asperger's Syndrome, decides
that she needs lo know mare aboul dating and sex and lakes logical steps 1o gel up 1o speed. Enler Michasl
Fhan, the escort Stella hires as a teacher. Whike their Driginal relationship is strictly business, their emotions
are socon engaged.

A night to surrender

Novelist

Keeping up pages

ABOUT ROMANCE GENRE AWARDS TO KNOW
) ) ) ) ESSENTIALS

Romances offer many kinds of reading experences, ranging « L Best Romance

from realistic contemporary stories to historical and paranormal  «  Getting Up 10 Books

romances Some romance novels are chaste - while others get  speedin Romance » RITA A\-\am

quite steamy! Regardless, all romance novels share two = But My Book Club «  Romanlic Times

characteristics: a love story is the central focus, and the lovers Doesn't Read Reviewers' Choice

do find their happily ever after together. Novelist fone appeals Romancel = Australian Romance

can help refine search resulls to find the perfect romance read « Romance for Teens  Readers Awards

Explore ROMANCE themes...

LOVE THESE
LIsSTS! ee
ns

EXAMPLE:

Adults

» For Fans of Royal
Fovasirand s LoveinaSmall ROMances
A travel adventure leads to everlasting love. Town . 1FYoU Like: Simon
Multicuftural the Homa Sapiens
Find more books with this themel "
Romances Agenda

Leam all about themes here. » Calegory Romance ® <Coniemporary Teen

s Cowboy Romances  Romance

j%ﬁé

Browse more ROMANCE for Teens...

Browse more ROMANCE for Adults...

FOR LIBRARIANS: Free printables &
il TR PPN e .

Recommended reads lists

Men in Kilts (Hide Details)

Document Type: Recommended Reads

Description:

Fans of Scottish and Highland romances will find this benny list full of spirit - and, of course, men in kilts. Enjoy
the lilting speech, fine scenery, and passionate love stories to be found herel

Mo other Highlander
(Feb 2017)

By: Basso, Adrienne
Popularity: & &
Al Check Availability

Highland dragon warrior
(Sep 2017)

By: Cooper, |sabel

Popularity: & &

Too Scot to handle
(Jul 2017)

By: Burrowes, Grace
Popularity: & &

A1l Check Availability

Y
o
FIRST Tmi
HIGHIANDER

First time with a Highlander
(Oct 2015)

By: Cready, Gwyn

Popularity: & & .

The Scot bads his wife
(Oct 2017)
By: Byme, Kemigan

Popularity: & &
Al Check Availability

HERO
Hu

Hera in the Highlands
(Oct 2016)

By: Enoch, Suzanne

Popularity: & &

\.m
IBRARY
READS



Genre browse

Adult Teen Ages 9-12 Ages 0-8

New and Popular in... [romance v]

Forthcoming Romance View Al & % Lists

There's always more fish in the sea Cowboy Romances
Christian Romances

: M’ \ 1-‘.‘\ ' Holiday Romances
BALOGH Multicultural Romances
Love in a Small Town

Helping Readers

Getting Up to Speed in Gothic Fiction
Getling Up to Speed in Romance
Diverse Reading Romance
Alfnican-American Fiction Authors

Subgenre Special Paranormal
Romances

Subgenre Special: Humorous
Romances

N._ﬂl"".ﬁil'i and: -

Contemporary Romance View All

Modern love? I's complicated!

Subgenre Special Gothic Romances

R N Bt e it
e e L

The owt_my and
His Babe PRIDE,

- - PREJUDICE.

a0 OTHER

DEBBIE
MASCIN
~Bare ool
Beach =S

| _
i HFELDTET\LD \FLAVORS/

ONALI DEV £

JESSICA CLARE

Historical Romance View All <

True love is limeless \" | I’
»  Novellist it
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I've read
T alll
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Try... Beta Males!

> USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

MNEW YORK TIMES sesrsiiiinge AvThot of ELEANOR &£ FARK

RAINBOW ROWELL

Wb

.H{L ||

fE5 BESTSELLING ALUTHOR
UTIFUL BASTARD
:;."\ |
e
.

mmmmm l in e
JLI LLA i Ih"': P T

Sweet Spicy Virgin Hero Mr. Nice Guy




Try Novellos...

f"‘- 3 '- t ) E |

The Worth Saga

Reluctant Royals

Legionnaires

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR
OF THE LOVING ON THE EDGE MOVELS

RONI LORE N

reschod iy worldl™

—LORELEI JAMES,
Now Fork Times

Besteelling Auvthor

-----

7?CE(HRLSa

B DON'T IDE

stand alone novella




Try Humorous Romance...

THE SENSATIONAL NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER W Nvew york TMES FESTSELAN E:'I.,I.J THOR LA TO0A Y RESTSELLINGG AUTHER OF TWE CORSET BARES
| 10 3 7 .
h atie

MacAlister

Jennlfer ' : '{:._. $ -*!.i.-*l
Crusie UIN
r N 4

Wickedly wry, B \

deligionsly sexy.” T
—Booklist

BN EFILGLLT
WS
FIMET TIMWE

Contemporary Historical Paranormal Inspirational
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LGBTQIA on the rise!

all e little
MOMENTS

G BENSON

i/
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MARRIAB[
CLQCK

(ARA RAHLIN
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Own Voices

"Hug with in ghl.nd enggarthyp.”
Hﬂ'l'wﬁirlmuﬂ:aﬁﬁ'nm
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L . HELEN HOANG




Mainstream-ification

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

CHRISTINA

A STUDY i

Sar v Il RCOMIES

i/
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Books we can't wait to read

“Rai crafts some of the best
romance writing of the year.”

GET A Nl

LIFE

CHLOE
BROWN

’//u\

\ ||]‘I

A NOVEL

EVIE D

I ‘ k H I B B E R T “An achingly romantic celebration of the powe .
fight for women's rights.” —CHANEL CLEETON, USA Today .

r of love and the passionate

bestselling author of Next Year in Havana

»  Novellist \l |/
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Questions?

UK

AreYou
Enoughofa
Bad Girl?

1. Rumors swirl that your ex has been talking trash about
you to mutual friends. How do you respond?

E By lying low for By sending hem an By trying to seduce
few weeks—you angry et or voice. hiis best friend. If
won't descend to mail waming that that fails, you key
fes lewel, bwo can play the hiis car.
trashialking game

2. The kind of men you usually find yourself dating best

fit the following description:
E So vild, they make They vtk hard They're in bed by
The Hangover guys and play even 11 pm.an
Innk the the Jonas harder. weeknights, 1 am.
Brothers, onweekends.

3. Your closest girlfriend always contacts you first when
which of these situations arise?

She craves fun She has split with She wants to sip
company for 3 her boyfriend and cocktails ata hip
decadent day of wanls a partrer in lounge al night...
shopping or spa crime for a very and needs a
treatments. ot might ot designated driver.

4. Which phrase are you most likely to overhear being
said about you?

E *Dd | do something “Does she akways m “lwant her atmy
to effend her™ act this crazy™ next party.*

5. Which is the most outrageous thing you would do for
cold, hard cash?

. Star in a “Girls Sing a seductive Play strip poker
Gene Wild™type pop song e with a coed group
video *LoveGame™ at 2 of fnends
karaoke bar

236 COSMOPOLITAN ' MOVEMBER 2009

BY HOLLY EAGLESON

7 T0 10 POINTS

070 3 POINTS

BY ROBIM HILMANTEL

Do You Know
When a Guy’s
Into You?

1. You're grabbing a beer with your BFF when she says a
hottie across the room is eyeing you. You say:

7 TO 10 POINTS

“Serioush? Sweet! “ dioubt it whout E “aah, hirm

1l iy & drive-iy somuch #5 and gvery nther
Lhe mext time | bt glancirg over 1o By here”

tha bar” check vim out.

2. A month after meeting your new male coworker, you
notice he's Facebook friends with several of your

4T0 6 POINTS
coworkers...but not you. You:
Held strang. He's Friend him-—it1l P him =t work
o counl smillen nly lake & lew L riesl day since
but frying 1o seem posts to find out he clearty has a
nanzhalant. b b fiels. problerm with you.

3. You're hanging with a friend and her man, and while
she's in the bathroom, he gives you a kinda-friendly,
kinda-touchy shove. You:

Pul your grl aside Are surs he only Let it slide. It's
stermad o tell did 1t because firsiime offense,
her thit her your friend okl
beylrend tataly him he has fo be
crossed the ine. e b you.

4, If you were a TV character, you would be:

E Haxchiel from Gise: Sererra from Gossg Jacrpaeine froen The
talerted and G Like her, you Rea Housedees of
aednraiie hut slighty predty ruch radize Mewy Jersey,
igderslood. sex appeal. becase youll lak

1o anyane,

5. While checking the Missed Connections on Craigslist
(it's a guilty pleasure!), you usually:

Thirk: about how HKeep an eye cut far Wish a gy would
crazy it woui e Istings descrking do something that
e consle aclusly The culfil you veore ronranhe for you,
met through one that day...ar your

ot fhiesr. EOTEEDUE SMiE,

P e e el el Tl o Nl el ol s i
236 cosmoPoLITAN / MARCH 2010

\I'BRARY
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FINDING
ROMANGE
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