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Introducing
Learn with Novelist

Build staff confidence and skills with our
new live and self-paced courses.

Broad topics available include:

* Working with readers

* Deep dives into genres

* Promoting your library and collection
* Making a strategic impact

Prices vary by course and additional
information is available on the website at:

www.learnwithnovelist.com



Can you do RA for nonfiction?

For all the reasons you do RA for fiction:

e Nonfiction is POPULAR. You're missing
some great books if you shy away from
nonfiction.

e People read for stories and narrative
nonfiction is truth told through a story.

e Stories help build empathy and connection,
to you, to people like you, and to people
different than you.

e
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This course Is a survey,
rather than a deep dive.
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What is Narrative Nonfiction?

Narrative nonfiction is a true story written in the style of a novel.

Watergate
A New History

Garrett M. Graft

New York Times bestselling author of 7he Only Plane in the Sky

Novelist

“Kate Bowler is the only one we can trust to tell us the truth.”
—GLENNON DOYLE, author of the #1 New York Times bestseller Untamed

HUMAN

(And Other Truths I Need to Hear)

KATE BOWLER

New York Times bestselling author of
Everything Happens for a Reason (And Other Lies I've Loved)

#| Wy Vorlk lfmes Bestsallar
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Eack's

Doctors took her cells without asking. Those
cells never died. They launched a medical
revolution and a multimillion-dollar industry.
More than twenty years later, her children

{ounJ out. Their lives would never be the same.

Rel)ecca SI(lOO'I:

Hunger

A Memoir of (My) Body

Roxane

Gay

Author of the New York Times bestseller Bad Feminist

o
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What Narrative Nonfiction is NOT

These nonfiction titles are written to inform you about a topic in an expository style.

GLORY

L

“This is totally cool.” —Eileen Myles, poet and author of Chelsea Girls

MAGICAL *

VISIONS/
of

BLACK

BEAUTY =

A ViSUAL GUIDE TO

Nonbinary Pronouns and the
World of Gender Fluidity

Stuart Getty

Illustrated by Brooke Thyng AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY

BASED ON THE FILM SERIES BY KEN BURNS ano DAYTON DUNCAN
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Where the lines gets blurred

The structure of diaries, research writing, and cookbooks is a little different.
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Why read Narrative Nonfiction?
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Why read Narrative Nonfiction?

“Truth is stranger than fiction, but it is because Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities; Truth isn’t.

Nonfiction allows a
reader a chance to
take deep dives into
people, time periods,
subjects, etc.

Novelist

© O ©

Like fiction, nonfiction
is a way to understand
a time, place, and
people different from
your own and to feel a
connection to them.

People like to feel
better informed, and
nonfiction is a way to
do that.

”

— Mark Twain

W\

Nonfiction is a way to
better understand your
own history, culture,
condition, etc. and to
work through your
feelings about it.
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Early works of Narrative Nonfiction

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

T'welve
Years

a Slave

P

Solomon Nort}lup

INTRODUCTION BY
Dolen Perkins-Valdez

author of the New York Tiner bestseller Wencn

Novelist

THE SOULS OF
BLACK FOLK

W.E.B. Du Bois

A NIGHT T0
REMEMBER

THE CLASSIC ACCOUNT

OF THE FINAL HOURS

FRANK

OF ‘THE TITANIC

The Diary of a Young Girl

With an introduction by Eleanor Roosevelt

A
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Subgenres
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Nonfiction that reads like fiction

The Novelist genre heading that’s your best “first stop” when looking for nonfiction.

How One Furniture Maker Battled Offshoring,
Stayed Local —and Helped Save an American Town S P R I N | | N G

JNAL BESTSELLE

SLAVE SHIP
FACTORY _HROUGH e
MAN

The True Story of How Clotilda
Was Found, Her Descendants, and

AND REBIRTH IN THE

an Extraordinary Reckoning

A MEMOIR

WAYETU MOORE

“[WAYETU MOORE] HAS TAPPED INTO HER OWN BACKSTORY—
AND EMERGED WITH LITERARY SUPERPOWERS."—TIME

Novelist
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Oprah’s
Book Club

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF LOST GIRLS

HIDDEN

VALLEY

SSINSIDE THE MIND OF
%N PAMERICAN FAMILY

A — )
T KOLKER

Novelist

Science writing

We learn about our society and who we are through the science
we choose to research and talk about.

“The perfect balance between detail and wonder.” Stephen Moss

JO WIMPENNY

Ac’gps

Amma

The Science
Behind the Fables

BLOOMSBURY

“Audaciously human and raw. The Way She Feels is a rainbow during the rain."
—MARA ALTMAN

The

courtney cook
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FRED
SASAKAMOO

FOREWORD BY BRYAN TROTTIER

5

From the trauma of Residential
School to becoming the NHL’s
first Treaty Indigenous Player

Sports and Competition

The personal and political lives of athletes.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

“Jonathan Eig is a master storyteller” — Ken Burns

JONATHAN
ElG
o,

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

BILLLE

- -

JEAN-KING

‘*1! 4
‘J"_::'f?' l--‘ Y

7)




Memolr

Take a moment to listen to someone tell their story like
you're sitting by the fire with them.
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Society and culture

Books about how we live and what we live for.

“Marry the evocative first-person narrative of Educated with the kind of social

criticism seen in Nickel and Dimed and you’ll get a sense of the remarkable book you hold A_ N D R E A_ E L L I O T T

in your hands. ... Timely, urgent, and unforgettable, this is memoir at its very best.”

J o N AT I-I A N M‘ M E T Z L —SUSANNAH CAHALAN, #1New York Times bestselling author of Brain on Fire

[EFICE 2 T ZE RS PR B

HARD WORK, LOW PAY,

D Y I N G O F AND A MOTHER’S WILL TO SURVIVE
W HIT E NE-Sis ®
5 ot A invisible child
- i /}V poverty, survival & hope

in an american city

“A triumph.” “A future American classic.”

—ALEX KOTLOWITZ —AYAD AKHTAR

stephanie land

FOREWORD BY BARBARA EHRENREICH

31 New York Times
Bestseller

A RECKONING WITH
THE HISTORY OF SLAVERY
ACROSS AMERICA

“We need this book." —IBRAM X. KENDI

.
U
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NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER

“[A] tale of power,
perseverance and passion . . .
a great story in
the hands of a master storyteller.”

—THE WALL STREET JOURNALI

BROIRNBRVASIIEN O F A WOM AN

ROBERT K. MASSIE

PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR OF
PETER THE GREAT AND NICHOLAS AND ALEXANDRA

Novelist

History writing

The past reveals truths about us now.

A TRUE STORY OF MURDER AND
MEMORY IN NORTHERN IRELAND

PATRICK RADDEN KEEFE

N.BW: Y. ORK 2:I:MFE:  BELSITEELLER

WHEN WE WERE

ARABS

A JEWISH FAMILY'S
FORGOTTEN HISTORY

MASSOUD HAYOUN

“A page-turning masterpiece . . . rarely is good history this kind of literary performance.”
—DAVID W. BLIGHT, YALE UNIVERSITY, PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR OF
FREDERICK DOUGLASS: PROPHET OF FREEDOM

AN~
AMERICAN
HISTORY
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Life stories

Voices of courageous women, past and present, who would not be silenced.

“A fascinating page-turner about a mostly forgotten contingent of people.”

—ADMIRAL JAMES STAVRIDIS, USN Supreme Allied Commander at NATO (Ret.) ” . .. a - N : =
K A T E M O 0 R E UNTOLD STORIES OF THE WOMEN INUDR W 4 F'A’- EY

WHO CHANGED THE COURSE OF WORLD WAR II
BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE RADIUM GIRLS

THE GIRLS INE
WHO STEPPED i LL |

OUT GELINE | ‘BS :

L

113 Ll R Velle LIFEAND

ol
THEY COULD NOT

SILENCE

ONE WOMAN, HER INCREDIBLE FIGHT

SCANRALOUS

FOR FREEDOM, AND THE MEN

TERILUMEATION OF
ANN CO®PER HEWITT

WHO TRIED TO MAKE HER DISAPPEAR

MY_STORY OF LIBERATION AND THE BIRTH OF THE Mi 100 MOVEMEN'L

TARANA BURKE

“A masterpiece.” —NATHALIA HOLT,
New York Times bestselling author of Rise of the Rocket Girls

\l 1]
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THIS |ISTTHE, KIND.OF STORY
WE NEED,RIGHT, NOW

| \l 1]
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Engaging

These books capture the imagination of readers through narrative style,
character, or use of detail.

KINGDOM . ' OF

CHARACTERS /3

THE LANGUAGE REVOLUTION
THAT MADE CHINA MODERN

THE #1 BESTSELLER, NOW IN ITS EIGHTH YEAR ON THE
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER LisT

“Superbly researched,
deeply insightful, and a fascinating read.”
—GRETCHEN RUBIN,
author of The Happiness Project

The Power
of Introverts in a
World That Can’t
Stop Talking

SUSAN CAIN

The Epic Rise and Spectacular Fall
of Adam Neumann ant




Richly detailed

Details enrich these stories, sometimes focusing on a special body of knowledge.

THE

CONFIDENCE
MEN

HOW TWO PRISONERS
0F WAR ENGINEERED
THE MOST REMARKABLE

ESCAPE 14 HISTORY
MARGALIT FOX

EMPIRE

OF

RUBBER

Firestone’s Scramble for

Land and Power in Liberia

BRILLIANT
ABYSS

EXPLORING the MAJESTIC
HIDDEN LIFE of the DEEP OCEAN, and the
LOOMING THREAT THAT IMPERILS IT




These books explain a complicated or technical issue in an approachable manner.

% A
1 AR

Immigration and the Transformation of America
NANCY FONER

Novelist

Accessible

THE TRUE 74
STORY OF &) e & &
ONE SHIP'S BATTLE AGAINST

THE SLAVE TRADE

P

OLLAN

raor oF How to Change Your Mind

Ul
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Moving

Emotionally resonant books that make readers feel invested in both the characters and the story.

A MEMOIR 'O.F‘I\-/'I'OTHERHOOD.
GENETICS, AND FACING THE UNKNOWN

TAYLOR HARRIS

Novelist

] Memoir

TABITHA LASLEY

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

on Krukuuer

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone
into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless.
He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions,
burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his
decomposed body was found by a moose hunfer. . . .

WITH A NEW AFTERWORD

W

READS
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My story, my voice

Who gets to tell the story?

EMMY AWARD-WINNING JOURNALIST

Iris Chan Maria Hinojosa

LESERILEETTEE The Rape of Nanking

A NEW ORIGIN STORY

61

nce l
Was You

A Narrative History

The Chlnese A MEMOIR OF LOVE AND HATE
in America

“Engrossing . . . The Chinese Americans’ struggle for success, its costs and Coungshonichicai St Dni
tenuousness, are major themes in Chang's highly readable, panoramic history —GLORIA STEINEM, author of My Life on the Road
... Absorbing, passionate.” —San Francisco Chronicle

‘Project

Created by NIKOLE HANNAH-JONES
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize
& THE NEW YORK TIMES MAG/ NE

“Anyone striving to understand and improve this

Novelist




ANTONIO MICHAEL DOWNING

i

-
MY LIFE OF BLACKNESS
AND BECOMING

“A brilliant collage of the twenty-first century’s most incredible memoirs.
Told with an unforgettable and innovative pace, this is a book | will reread forever.”

KIESE LAYMON, author of Heavy

Novelist

My story, my voice

“Timely . . . Nayeri
combines her own
experience with those
of refugees she meets

, as an adul, telling their

stories with tenderness
and reverence.”

\ —The New York Times
l‘ Book Review

.05 Angeles Times
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FINALIST
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“Glorious . .

INSTANT
NEW YORK
TIMES
BESTSELLER

/@/W7%M,M/%///W/
DANNY TREJO

with DONAL LOGUE




Helping
readers

Novelist
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4 N

What subjects or
topics are you
into right now?

- N

7~

One story or a
vighette?

N

Novellist

Ask Questions!

Do you want to
read about
something current

or historical?

2

=

How do you want to
feel when you’re

done?
N

7

.

Who’s POV do
you want to be

Is there a writing
style you’re
interested in?

~

7~

Interested in a
true story?

N

e

W
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AwaArds

* Pulitzer Prize in Biography or
Autobiography

e Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction

 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence
in Nonfiction

e National Book Awards for Nonfiction

Novelist

Slotes i SPraise OF Bloack c@eg/o/mafzm

A LITTLE

DEVILLZ
AMI:@MA

ABDURRAQIB

EW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF G0 AHEAD IN THE RAIN




Maybe go graphice

FACTORY
SUMMERS

A MEMOIR I MAIA KOBABE

Tig Hirwew HisTory

7 I'IOM

G Gary Dellsle

- Lﬁf

;2;\/0 LTS

REBECTA HALL

LUSTRATED BY HUGO MARTINE
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Narrative Nonfiction Starter Pack

mm Representative of genre

= Well-reviewed

ma Wide appeal

= Available on audiobook

\III |
Novelist T



FUZZ
by Mary Roach (2021)

Novelist

Witty science writing

You didn’t know you had the
questions she finds answers for

Popular nonfiction author with a
solid backlist

\‘BRARY
READS

1l



The Splendid and the Vile
by Erik Larson (2020)

SPLENDID
. . AND THE L
- Popular history writer Vl |. E )

. Compelling nonfiction that reads
like fiction

- Long, varied backlist to introduce
readers to

\l 1]}
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Empire of Pain EMPIRE
by Patrick Radden Keefe(2021) of PA TN

The Secret History

of the Sackler Dynasty

Science meets crime meets business
PATRICK

Compelling, richly detailed e
Will be especially interesting to
patrons with the TV series Dopesick
(also a book)

\I 1]}
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The Body
oy Bill Bryson (2019)

- Humor writing

- Covers science, history, and travel

- Funny and conversational

Novelist

THE

BODY
e

A GUIDE FOR OCCUPANTS

I
BILL

Bestselling author of

A Short History of Nearly Everything

1l

IBRARY
READS
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The Warmth of Other Suns
by Isabel Wilkerson (2010)

Moving and thought-provoking

R|Ch|y deta”ed THE Eric STORY OF
365" AMERICA’s GREAT MIGRATION
Hundreds of personal stories E\'e‘
Beautiful writing
I'S'AiB BiL. ¢ nocay
Audiobook reader is warm and engrossing W l IKERS O N

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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Books *Belinda™* can’'t wait to read

WH”[ LS Heartbreak

A PERSONAL anp SCIENTIFIC

THE DOUBLE LIFE OF WALTER F. WHITE

B E T R A Y A L 5 5 AMF':_".“:A’_S "“?ﬁ«s{' s‘ﬁ;’ﬁ" JOURNEY

OF
ANNE
FRANK

A-COLD CASE
INVESTIGATION

ROSEMARY SULLIVAN S Florence Williams

\l 1]}
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Books *Jennifer* can’t wait to read

TASTE menenoors VIR |
MAKERS

SEVEN IMMIGRANT BrOOkS
WOMEN WHO %“t

REVOLUTIONIZED .

FOOD IN AMERICA -

ViAYUKSH hian) | WS 1

{ MY
Wl Wi REMARKABLE
F‘ L"CREATED CIVILlZATION “ LIFE IN “
m \ SHOW
Ay PB4 | BUSINESS
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THANK YOU
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